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Learning 
Chances are good tha one adult in B won't be able 

to read and comprehend this sentence. Even more peo- 
ple aren't abh to discuss, in English, the stories on the 
bnt page of w s  news- 
naoel: - 
A a - 

Undemwmis OUR OPINION 
essentia! in today's world. As - 
debate ratchets up over fed- 
eral immigration reform, where language-ability man - 
dates have been one of many sticking points, more 
must be done to provide classes for those who speak 
other languages and desperately wanr to learn E w h .  

Montgomery County has one of the most diverse 
populations in tk state, and we celebrate that fact. It 
makes for a stronger, more vibrant community. The U.S. 
Census Bmau calculates that 28 percent of the county's 
900,000-plus residents are foreign born; students from 
163 countries are enrolled in t he  public schools here. 

Yet there is a chronic prablem assimihting recant 
immigrants into the society bemuse some speak 
enough English to handle simple tasks. 

A findmg in the Census Burnu's 2003 American 
Community Survey is quite mvealing Of people over 5 
years old in Montgomery County, one-third spoke a lan- 
guage other than Faghh at home and of those, 37 per- 
cent said they didn't speak Englrsh "very welL" 

The Mgntgqrnery Codtion for AduIt Literacy and 

L E T T E R S  OPINIONS 

English es muy importante 
English for Speakers of Other hguagm estimates there ESOL programs.) 
are more than 100,000 adults in the county lacking the In thee times of greater 
basic sldlls in English to mwe up in their jobs, help their - the Literacy Council 
children with schoolwork and take part in community that dunteerism in 
life. 2001, according to the Wheaton-based group's annual p 

About 2,200 people are on wait-lists br ESOL - report, putting more strain on the wlunteers and other 1'. 
English as a Second hquage - classes in Montgomeq public and private programs. During the year, the mun- ' 
Cuunty. Earlier this week, two County Council members cil taught i73 adults with 478 active tutors - a b u t  dw 
d e d  for more funding over the neKt h e  years to help same level of work as a year earlier with fewer volun- 
erase those names. teem 

They've suggested that an additional $300,000 be There has been so 1 

included in the county's budget starting this summer, way, little erosion, in 
enough to provide class- for about 600 people. The years nationalty. The feded Dep 
proposal from Democrats Tfiornaa E. Perez of Takoma in a 2005 National Assessment of Adult Literacy report, ' , 
Park and Marilyn J. hisner of Calverton is a modest, found most literacy sals were about the same as they 
necessary one that will allow a sustained commitment, w r e  a decade earlier but that about 5 pemnt of aU 

adults are "non-literate" in English. allowing some catch up. 
More dollars also are needed in state and federal One component of an iudgcadon 

programs to advance basic and remedid Enghsh class- before f ie  U.S. Senate requires En@ 
eS ciency as part of h e  pro 

Pressures remain on the myriad programs that help visa, which would allow millions 
people Iearn Enghsh, from informal conversation dubs the country to stay and continu 
at public libraries to structured classes in public schools full chimship 
and colleges, and one-on-one literacy tutors who meet More so than wer, in today's diverse world there is a 
with tbeir students in community centers, churches and practical need to be able to read, write and speak in 
wen some businesses. Wealy 13,000 of the 139,387 Fngkh. Delaying or retarding immersion of non-Eng- 
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public school students in the county are emled in lish speakers does little good, for them or for our society.* --  -- 


